Magda Martinez
Federal Government Course Syllabus/4pages

U.S. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

Syllabus

Spring  2009
Instructor: Ms. Magda Martinez
My Website:  www.dreamhistory.org ( LCC/GOVT.)
E-mail me at: magmtz@hotmail.com
Phone:  Emergencies only and I will only accept text messages (no phone calls).  In your text message, you must identify yourself by name before I respond to your message.  956-2869693
Course Description

 
·       Constitutional Underpinnings of U.S. Government

·       Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

·       Political Beliefs and Behaviors

·       Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass Media

·       Institutions of National Government

·       Public Policy

In exposing you to these areas, it is my goal to foster the development of the analytical perspectives for interpreting, understanding, and explaining political events in this country. ~The primary purpose of this course is to promote a clearer understanding of the structure and operation of the American political system, as well as to encourage greater interest in all that is political.
 

Major Objectives -- Students will be able to:

 

-Intelligently discuss the historical background of the U.S. governmental system.

-Identify the structure and key points of the U.S. Constitution.

-Explain, in detail, the powers of Congress and how Congress is organized.

-Explain, in detail, the powers of the Executive Branch and how it is organized.

-Explain, in detail, the powers of the Judiciary and how it is organized.

-Identify the major political parties, their ideological positions, and the role of third parties.

-Describe the impact of practical politics in the real world including the impact of the media, special interests, and the electoral process.

-Identify and explain the emphasis on individual liberties that the U.S. system contains.

 
Required Textbook

You will be working primarily from the following book: 

·       Government by the People Magleby, O’Brien, Light, Peltason, & Cronin
·       Other readings are subject to inclusion at the instructor’s discretion.
It is expected that you read all assigned chapters prior to class discussion
 

 

 

GRADING PROCEDURES AND WEIGHTS:

Grading Scale: 

Grade Categories:

A = 90 -100%


B = 80 - 89%

            Tests (5)         ………………….......  50%



C = 70 - 79%


Class Participation .............................10%


D = 60 - 69%                          Homework            …………………..10%

F =   0 - 59%


Attendance…………………………10%

Final Exam………………………….20%
Tests

 

Tests will consist of multiple choice, essay, and/or identification questions over the material covered in class, powerpoint presentations by instructor, notes and assigned readings.  Except in extenuating circumstances, missed exams must be made up within one week of the original administration and must be arranged through the instructor.  The student is responsible for scheduling and taking make-up exams. The Final Exam cannot be made up.  

Attendance

 

It is extremely important that you attend class consistently.  I will provide a sign in sheet for every class session.  In order for you to be counted as present, you must sign in.  If you begin to miss days due to personal problems or work related issues, be advised that extensive absences will result in an automatic drop or an “F” for the semester course.  It is your responsibility to keep “track” of your absences.  It is unacceptable for you to wait until the end of the semester to ask for “make up” work due to extensive absences.  Students that fail my course do so because of extensive absences.  
Homework:

 

Homework will be assigned for the semester.  It will usually entail a reading assignment followed by review questions or an outlining of the reading.  Homework is the easiest way to maintain a high average in the class.  Homework helps prepare you for tests.  Homework will be given a 100 ( all work completed with a high level of accuracy); 75 (most work completed with a decent level of accuracy); 50% (at least half completed) or 0 (less than half completed or low level of accuracy).

 
Classwork:

 

Classwork will consist of a variety of activities including but not necessarily limited to lecture/discussion, cooperative learning, videos, and debates over political issues.  
Special Accommodation

 

Any person with special circumstances covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act should

inform the instructor of this class.  Reasonable adjustments will be made to accommodate the

special needs of students with disabilities wherever such adjustments are necessary to provide

equality of educational access. 
Syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.
Reading Assignments & Tests:
Week One:

Introduction & Chapter Two/The Living Constitution 
Week Two:

Chapter Eleven: Policy Making 
Week Three:

Chapter Eleven/ Exam 1
Week Four:

Chapter Four/ Political Culture and Ideology

Week Five:

Chapter Six/ Interest Groups/ Exam 2
Week Six:

Chapter 12/ The Presidency
Week Seven:

Chapter 12/ The Presidency/ Exam 3
Week Eight:

Chapter 14/ The Judiciary
Week Nine:

Chapter 14/ The Judiciary/ Exam 4
Week Ten:

Chapter 15/ First Amendment Freedoms
Week Eleven:

Chapter 16/ Rights to Life, Liberty, and Property
Week Twelve:

Chapter 16/ Rights to Life, Liberty, and Property
Week Thirteen:
Chapter 17/Equal Rights Under the Law/ Exam 5
Week Fourteen:
Chapter Seven/Political Parties
Week Fifteen: 

Chapter Eight/Public Opinion, Participation, and Voting
Week Sixteen:

Chapter 9/Campaigns and Elections/ 
Week Seventeen: 
Final Exam







