Quick Notes:  Unit Two

Civil War and Reconstruction

Causes:

1. secession: To take the states out of the Union; when Lincoln won the presidential election of 1860, the southern states held a convention and voted to secede from the Union (United States).  The southern states broke ties with the Union.

2. Compromise of 1850:  California was admitted to the Union as a free state.  This compromise was suppose to ease tensions between the northern states and the southern states.

3. Nullification:  Southern states believed that they had the power to disagree with federal law and nullify these federal laws within their states.  In other words, southern states chose to not follow federal laws.

4. Lincoln (Republican)  vs.  Douglas (Democrat):  Election of 1860 …..Lincoln wins the election primarily with enough votes from the northern states.  He was an abolitionist. (wanted to end slavery)

5. Slavery:  Fugitive Slave Act…Under this law, a slaveholder or slave catcher had only to point out a runaway…and this was sufficient to “catch” the slave and claim him/her.  Citizens were deputized to help catch runaway slaves.

6. Dred Scott v. Sanford:  Dred Scott was a Missouri slave who was taken to the north by his owner.  Eventually, Scott sued for his freedom.  The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Sanford stating that Scott did not have the right to sue because only citizens had this right.  Scott was not considered a citizen.

7. Underground Railroad:  This system helped thousands of slaves escape from south to north.  Northerners such as Harriet Tubman transported them from south to north secretly.  

