
The Fugitive Slave Law, 
1850 

 

The Fugitive Slave Act was 
passed as part of the Compromise 
of 1850.  The please the South, the 
compromise promised a law to 
help slave owners capture 
runaway slaves. 
 

The law… 
• Fugitives could be held 

without an arrest warrant. 
• Fugitives had no right to a 

jury trial. 
• A federal official received $5 

for releasing the defendant, 
$10 for turning him over to a 
slave owner. 

• Required Northerners to 
help capture slaves. 
The Fugitive Slave Law brought the 
reality of slavery home to people in 
the North.  The presence of slave 
catchers throughout the North 
helped to inflame anti-slavery 
feelings.  A number of Northerners 
helped fugitive slaves to keep them 
from being caught and returned to 
the South. 
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