Notes:  Roaring Twenties

I. The search for peace at home:

A. Postwar economy

1. Inflation:  too much money supply/flow 

2. Strikes:  labor unions encouraged strikes..many times violent

B. Red Scare (1919 to 1920)

1. Communism rises in the U.S. (remember that by this time Russia is now the U.S.S.R. and is communist)

2. Sacco and Vanzetti:  anarchists found guilty and executed (electric chair).

II. Politics of Normalcy:

A. Electing a president (1920):  Warren G. Harding, (republican) believed in a laissez faire philosophy.  He was for big business and abided by the Republican Formula of less taxes and less government spending…

B. Big businesses moved towards anti-labor unions…violence often erupted.

C. Political Scandals:  Ohio Gang  (Harding’s friends were his worst enemy…he appointed them to high ranking government posts and consequently abused their power.  Harding died of a heart attack and his vice president becomes president.
D. Vice President:  Calvin Coolidge (also known as Cool Cal)..was honest.  He too was republican and consequently was pro big business and laissez faire economic philosophy..

E. Prosperous Times:  this time period marked the beginning of mass production thanks to Henry Ford’s innovative idea of assembly line techniques.  His Model T Ford was made affordable…for example, in 1910, a Model T cost about $950 but by 1925, the cost came down to $290.

F. Buying on credit became HUGE….and so did advertising..primarily through CATALOGS (remind me to show you an old Sears Roebuck Catalog…replica)
III. A revolution in styles and manners:

A. Popular entertainment of the times:  radio; silent movies…later “talkies”, baseball (Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig, boxing (Jack Dempsey), Jazz (Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington).

B. Fads and Fancies:  Flappers (liberated women); crossword puzzles; Time Magazine and Reader’s Digest were first introduced during this era…

C. Lucky Lindy:  Charles Lindbergh…first solo flight across the Atlantic Ocean from New York to Paris.  His flight lasted about 33 hours and he flew in his now famous “The Spirit of St. Louis”.

D. Literature:  Ernest Hemingway and F. Scott Fitzgerald (wrote how society in the 1920’s was materially wealthy but spiritually poor)

E. DISCUSS:  compare to contemporary America

F. Prohibition in full force..gave birth to organized crime (the “mob”) Al Capone and many other crime syndicates….rum runners and moonshiners

