


Notes:  Progressive Movement  (1890 to 1920)

**Collection of ideas and activities on how to fix problems in American society..

**Government should play a more active role in solving these problems..

**Fix government corruption..

**Muckrakers:  a group of journalists who investigated social conditions and political corruption.

**Jacob Riis:  wrote How The Other Half Lives…poverty in New York City..

**Who were the Progressives?  They belonged to both political parties, usually lived in urban areas, were educated and belonged to the middle class..

Government changes:  local, state and national levels

Local Level:  Strong Mayor

vs.
Weak Mayor/ City Manager

State Level:

      **Robert La Follette

      **Pushed for direct primaries where party members vote for a candidate to run in the general election..  (primary elections are held in March in Texas)

      **initiative:  allowed a group of citizens to introduce legislation and required legislature to vote on it..

      **referendum:  allows proposed legislation to be submitted to voters for approval..people decided whether they are for or against it…

      **recall:  allows for voters to demand a special election to remove an elected official from office

National Level:

      **16th amendment:  income tax

      **17th amendment:  direct election of senators (2 per state)

      **18th amendment:  prohibition (ban on manufacture, sale and consumption of alcohol)

      **19th amendment:  women’s right to vote

Suffrage:  right to vote

Progressive Presidents:

1. Theodore Roosevelt:  known for his “Square Deal”; he was a trustbuster (anti monopolies); a conservationist; “Speak softly and carry a big stick” …in essence was not an isolationist.
Upton Sinclair:  The Jungle (a book describing his observations of slaughter houses/ meat packing industries in Chicago)

Meat Inspection Act:  required federal inspection of meat sold…cleanliness etc..

Pure Food and Drug Act:  prohibited the manufacture, sale or shipment of impure or falsely labeled food and drugs…

2. William Howard Taft:  raised tariffs; fattest president….over 300 lbs.; only president to serve as president and later as Supreme Court Justice; Child Labor Laws (Children’s Bureau)
3. Woodrow Wilson:  “New Freedom”; lowered tariffs; Federal Reserve Act (raises and lowers interest rates/regulates money supply/flow) Child Labor Laws; 8 hr. workdays; loans for farmers; NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People)
