Unit Two:  Pre/Post Civil War & Reconstruction

I. Causes of the Civil War

A. Slavery and the new states

1. sectionalism:  huge regional differences between the north, south and west.  Also, there was greater loyalty to your section then to the entire nation.

2. Nullification:  states believed that the states had the ultimate power in this nation, not the national government.  So, if they disagreed with a national law, they could choose to nullify (reject) that law within the states boundaries.

3. 15 states (slave)   vs.    15 states (free) :  California, when it was added, could tip the balance….

4. Secession:  to withdraw your state from the Union (United States)

B. Compromise of 1850:  It was to preserve the existing balance between new and free and slave states.

C.  Underground Railroad:  Meanwhile, abolitionists helped slaves escape to the north while giving them shelter and food along the way.

1. Harriet Beecher Stowe:  Uncle Tom’s Cabin
2. Harriet Tubman

      D.  Dred Scott Decision:

Dred Scott v. Sanford

E. Lincoln is elected president:

         Lincoln:  Republican, anti-slavery party, 180 electoral votes

         Douglas:  Democrat, moderate pro-slavery, 12 electoral votes

F. Secession:  

1. Southern States separate from the Union (U.S.)

2. Elected their own president:  Jefferson Davis

3. They formed:  The Confederate States of America

4. Selected a new flag to swear allegiance…

II. The Civil War:  1861 to 1865

North


vs.

South

1. Economy

2. Government

3. Military

4. Casualties

5. Resources

III. Emancipation Proclamation:  1862

       Lincoln proclaimed freeing all enslaved persons in states that were in rebellion with the United States.

IV. Gettysburg Address:  A Great Speech!

         Lincoln’s speech where he dedicated part of the battlefield as a cemetery…his famous words, “all men are created equal”….

V. South surrenders:  April 9, 1865

VI. Lincoln’s assassination:  April 14, 1865

VII. Total Lives Lost:  650,000

VIII. Reconstruction:  1865 to 1877

A. Black Codes:

B. Amendments:

1. 13th:

2. 14th:

3. 15th
C. Presidential Plan vs. Radical Republican Plan

D. Johnson’s Impeachment:

E. Ku Klux Klan:

F. Freedman’s Bureau:

G. Plessy v. Ferguson

H.  Literacy Tests and Poll Taxes

