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This Word document contains the complete teaching procedure for Exploring 9/11 in Historical, Cultural, and International Context “Why Here, Why Us, Why Now? as well as any related resources, handouts, attachments, notes etc.
Exploring 9/11 in Historical, Cultural and International Context: “Why Here, Why Us, Why Now?”

Developed by: 
James McGrath Morris, West Springfield High School and 

Kathleen Anderson Steeves, PhD, George Washington University

Theme covered:
Historical Context/International Relations

Overview of activity:
Like most international conflicts, the root causes of 9/11 go far back in history and are themselves a lesson in how actions taken in the past affect us today. The first part of this unit asks students to trace the similarities and difference among three major religious groups in Western history and connections to the events of 9/11. What is it about the United States that makes it and its people frequent targets for terrorism? This is a puzzle to many Americans.

In the second part of this unit, students will examine surveys of public opinion in other nations and identify reasons, factors, and events that shaped, and continue to shape, these attitudes. 

The attacks on the United States on September 11, 2001 have frequently been referred to in the media as “unprecedented.” This third portion of the unit permits students to compare this attack with other human-induced calamitous events in history and examine whether technological change in communications, transportation, and weaponry have altered terrorism.

In addition, this unit includes two extensions that teachers may use as part of the lessons or alone. The first permits students to consider a longer historical view of the attack and consider how images are used in shaping and commemorating seminal events in history. The second examines the issue of war making in the American government, focusing specifically on the War Powers Act of 1973.

Objectives of Activity:
· Recognize and describe the basic ideas of the three religions

· Use maps to identify the spread of the religions and location of that growth; cities important to each religion (Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem, Rome) (1000 CE, 1500 CE, 2000 CE)

· Develop a visual display to describe the relationships between the three major religions over time. 

· Recognize how events in the centuries old conflict between the three major religions of the West are connected to the attack on the United States in 2001

· Conduct research on events in the past

· Draw conclusions from data and create hypotheses

· Develop an argument with supporting data

· Identify how people in different parts of the world view the United States

· Explore reasons for the divergent views

· Develop policy ideas that might alter views of the United States’ position in the world

· Place the events of September 11th in context with other attacks

· Evaluate the historical significance of the September 11th attacks

· Apply evidentiary skills and analysis

Subjects with which this lesson interfaces:

History, Civics, Government, English/Language arts (portions), Geography (portions)

Estimated time of activity:

The entire unit would require a minimum of three blocks (90 minutes each), but would more likely consume four blocks. Each portion of the unit, however, may be taught as a single lesson. Additionally, each lesson may easily be modified for time constraints and abilities of students.
National educational standards that this lesson meets:

Civics

Standard 9: Understands the importance of Americans sharing and supporting certain values, beliefs, and principles of American constitutional democracy

2. Understands the interdependence among certain values and principles (e.g., individual liberty and diversity)

3. Understands the significance of fundamental values and principles for the individual and society

Standard 11: Understands the role of diversity in American life and the importance of shared values, political beliefs, and civic beliefs in an increasingly diverse American society
2. Knows different viewpoints regarding the role and value of diversity in American life

3. Knows examples of conflicts stemming from diversity, and understands how some conflicts have been managed and why some of them have not yet been successfully resolved

4. Knows why constitutional values and principles must be adhered to when managing conflicts over diversity

History 

Standard 2: Understands the historical perspective 

5. Understands that the consequences of human intentions are influenced by the means of carrying them out 

6. Understands that change and continuity are equally probable and natural

10. Understands how the past affects our private lives and society in general
11. Knows how to perceive past events with historical empathy

Language Arts

Standard 1: Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process
10. Writes descriptive compositions (e.g., uses concrete details to provide a perspective on the subject being described; uses supporting detail [concrete images, shifting perspectives and vantage points, sensory detail, and factual descriptions of appearance])

11. Writes reflective compositions (e.g., uses personal experience as a basis for reflection on some aspect of life, draws abstract comparisons between specific incidents and abstract concepts, maintains a balance between describing incidents and relating them to more general abstract ideas that illustrate personal beliefs, moves from specific examples to generalizations about life)

Standard 2: Uses the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing
1. Uses precise and descriptive language that clarifies and enhances ideas and supports different purposes

Standard 8: Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes
2. Asks questions as a way to broaden and enrich classroom discussions

4. Adjusts message wording and delivery to particular audiences and for particular purposes

Standard 4: Gathers and uses information for research purposes
1. Uses appropriate research methodology (e.g., formulates questions and refines topics, develops a plan for research; organizes what is known about a topic; uses appropriate research methods, such as questionnaires, experiments, field studies; collects information to narrow and develop a topic and support a thesis)

* Standards provided by McRel (http://www.mcrel.org/)
Teaching Procedure:

Lesson 1

Materials

· Three religions note-taking grid

· Newsprint and markers or access to PowerPoint

· World Maps

· World History texts, or encyclopedias, or World Wide Web (teacher may choose to print readings from Web or photocopy relevant portions of texts)

· Potential Connections Worksheet
Procedures

1. Background:  Introduce the lesson by sharing the objectives of the lesson and providing the students with an overview of the activity. 

Specific lesson objectives:
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Recognize and describe the basic ideas of the three religions (Christianity, Islam, Judaism)

· Develop a visual display describing the relationships between the three major religions over time

· Use maps to identify

· the spread of the religions and location of that growth

· major cities of religion (Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem, Rome) 

· Recognize how events in the centuries old conflict between the three major religions of the West are connected to the attack on the United States in 2001

Overview:

The events of September 11th are closely connected to competitive religious beliefs. The three major religions of the West—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—are often seen as competitive and thus believers frequently fail to see their similarities. For instance, as all three religions revere Abraham and certain other patriarchs mentioned in the Bible as their spiritual ancestors, they are called Abramic religions. Nonetheless conflict between the three religions has been tied to many wars, genocides, and terrorism. In this lesson we are going to look at the basic ideas of the three religions, trace their growth, examine their interaction, and see what connections exist in this history with the events of September 11th.
2. The religions in time and place: Create three or six expert groups in the classroom, depending on size of class and preference of teacher. They are to be charged to use references (see materials) to develop an expertise on a set of assigned questions. When they have completed their research they should verbally report their findings to the class in preparation for the connection activity. Students should use the “Three Religions” note-taking grid.

Assigned questions:

· Where in the world and when (dates) did this religion arise?  For example:

· Extent of Muslim territory (c. 800 CE)

· Crusades and influence of Christianity (c. 1100-1250)

· Hebrew territory (c. 70 CBE)

· Major leaders/prophets?

· Major beliefs (holy book or books)?

· Similarities to other two religions?

· Differences from other religions?

· Where are these religions mainly practiced in the world today?

Sources:  In addition to classroom resources, such as textbooks or encyclopedias, the following three Web sites may be useful to students completing this portion of the lesson.


http://www.worldeagle.com

contains maps on all subjects, many reproducible for classroom use

http://www.mrdowling.com/605westr.html
an excellent source, but has pop-up advertisements

http://www.religioustolerance.org/
an excellent and reliable source, but does contain commercial sponsor links

3. Making Historical Connections:  Now that the students have a common understanding of the historical and geographical development of these three religions, students will develop a visual display of the conflicts between the religions and their link to recent events. 

Events 

1. Jewish Diaspora in Middle Ages

2. Crusades

3. Rise of Zionist Movement

4. Balfour Declaration

5. Discovery of oil in the Middle East

6. Hitler’s genocide

7. The creation of Israel

8. Six Day War

9. 1973 (Yom Kippur/Ramadan) War

10. Rise of radical Islam

11.  Formation of OPEC

12. Intifada

Assign students, in pairs or as individuals, one of the following events in world history from the list below. Each pair should prepare a poster [Note to teacher:  if technology is available, this could be done as a PowerPoint presentation] that answers the following questions:

· Was a religious group involved? Which one(s)?

· What happened to the members of the groups?

· Was the event primarily political, religious, or economic? 

Think about the following as you plan your poster:


· Did some events/beliefs lead to others? 

· How did the religions interact with each other?

· Were the interactions political (over territory) or economic (over resources) or religious (over beliefs)?
4. Display and share work:  Students are now to hang their posters around the room in chronological order and all students are to view the work, as if in a museum, and take notes on the “Potential Connection” worksheet. The notes should focus on essential questions tied to the lesson’s final objectives:

1. How do these events that happened over many centuries connect to the United States today?

2. What influence, if any, did the events have on the attacks of September 11th?

5. Class discussion:  Lead a class discussion in which students, using their notes, connect the history of the three major religions and the economic and political decisions that have continued to make the interactions of these religions so important in the world. 

Potential questions to ask might include:

· Which events do you believe indicate a deep-rooted enmity between practitioners (or factions) of the three religions?

· What events do you believe are connected to each other, one event leading directly to the next? [For instance, Hitler's anti-Semitism led to the eventual establishment of a homeland for Jews.] Are there others?

· What is the relationship of the United States to the oil producing nations in the Middle East?

· The United States played an important world role in the establishment of Israel and assisted in its subsequent defense. How do radical Muslim movements, which grew out of these centuries of conflict, view that role?

· How many of the events do you believe are politically motivated? Economically motivated? Motivated by religion? What evidence did you discover that led you to that conclusion?

· What additional information about terrorism did this activity provide?

Lesson 2

Materials

· PowerPoint overview of world’s perception of the United States

· Poster paper (large sheets)

· Construction paper (dark)

· Scissors, glue, markers

· “Ten Questions about US” 

· Data/Instruction sheets (6)

· “Why Us?” sheet 

Procedures

1. Introduction:  Distribute “Ten Questions about US” to the students and ask them to anonymously complete the questions.


Present PowerPoint introduction on the world’s perception of the United States and information on how the data they are to use was gathered. (More information is contained on the instruction sheets given to each group.)


Specific lesson objectives:

· Draw conclusions from data

· Develop an argument with supporting data
· Identify how people in different parts of the world view the United States

· Explore reasons for the divergent views

· Develop policy ideas that might alter views of the United States in the world

2. Student work:  Re-organize the class into six groups:


1.
United States


2.
Western Europe


3.
Eastern Europe & Russia


4.
Latin America


5.
Asia

6. Middle East/Conflict Area

Distribute data/instructions sheets to each group. 

Note to Teachers:  Briefly, the data/instruction sheets will require the students to make a poster with their interpretation of the data concerning the 10 questions. Silhouettes of the nations included in the study will be made using the dark construction paper and glued onto the poster.

3. Presentation:  Each group is to present their poster and findings in the style of a government briefing (instructions for that are also included on the group instruction sheet), beginning with the United States. 

The teacher will then assist the students in identifying those areas where the data shows the largest gap in perception about the United States. For instance, opinion leaders in most regions say that the United States policies are believed to be the primary cause of the September 11th attack.

4. Policy alternatives:  Working in the same groups, students will now read the “Why Us?” sheet. Teacher will then organize a discussion to make sure each of the points of view from the policy packets are fully explored. 

5. Closing Activity:  Students will be asked to address this question:



Should the United States alter its foreign and military policies?

If so, how? If not, why not?

This can be done either as a short timed writing or, if the teacher prefers, in the form of a debate.

Additional Activity/Resource:
The Council on Foreign Relations has released a topical report that could be used as part of this lesson. It concluded, “while President Bush has sounded the right rhetorical notes about upgrading U.S. public diplomacy as a top priority to combat terrorism and America’s shaky image abroad, and has taken initial steps to this end, he must do more and better urgently.” The report points to recent polls showing that America’s image problem is global—not just isolated to the Middle East. Negative attitudes about U.S. policy are also pervasive in front-line states in the war on terrorism and among our closest allies. 

The report and useful executive summary may be found at:

http://www.cfr.org/public/resource.cgi?pub!4681
Lesson 3

Materials
· World history texts, encyclopedias, or World Wide Web (teacher may choose to print readings from the Web or photocopy relevant portions of text)

· Useful Web sites:

http://americanhistory.about.com/library/fastfacts/blffterrorism.htm
http://www.terrorismanswers.com/terrorism/suicide.html
· Worksheet “Attacks on America”

Procedures:

1. Research:  Students will research at least three attacks on the United States aside from those on 9/11 and answer questions for each on the worksheet. They can start with:

· Attack on Washington, DC (1814)

· Blowing up of the USS Maine (1898)

· Sinking of the Lusitania (1915)

· Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor (1941)

· Sinking of USS Reuben James (1941)

· Truck Bombing of Marine Barracks in Beirut (1983)

· Lockerbie bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 (1986)

· World Trade Center bombing (1993)

· Bombing of the Murrah Building in Oklahoma (1995)

· Bombing of Khobar Towers, Saudia Arabia (1996)

· U.S. Embassy Bombing in Kenya and Tanzania (1998)

· Bombing of USS Cole (2000)

· Anthrax letters in New York and Washington, DC (2001)

Specific lesson objectives:

· Place the events of September 11th in context with other attacks

· Evaluate the historical significance of the September 11th attacks

· Apply evidentiary skills and analysis

2. Comparison:  In writing, students will answer the question:


Were the attacks on September 11th unprecedented, as the media often states?

The goal is to support or reject a frequently heard contention in the media that the recent attacks were unprecedented.

The teacher will then organize an “evidence square dance.”Each student will pair up with another classmate who holds a similar viewpoint. The pair will be given five minutes to discuss and select the best evidence for their common viewpoint. The teacher will then instruct the pairs to meet with a pair who holds an opposing view. After five minutes, the teacher will have the pairing switch again. At all times, the teacher should remind the students to focus on the evidence for their viewpoint. The pairing will continue until the students have met with all class members or the teacher feels each side’s evidence has been fully vetted.

3. Final report:  Representatives from both sides will then be selected to present the strengthened argument to the class.

Assessment:  The teacher may want to assess the various group presentations or provide a set of written questions for the students at the end.

Extensions

Historical View:  

Students will:

· Read the words of historians written in the months following the attacks of September 11, 2001, and from journalists immediately following three other major events in U. S. history, V-E Day in 1945, the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 1963, and the first landing on the moon in 1969.  All events are seen as having an effect on United States history and that effect will continue to be debated.

· Study two famous images, one from World War II and one of September 11, 2001 and read about the controversy surrounding the latter image.

After the reading, students will think about/write about/discuss how knowledge of history might provide perspective and wisdom in understanding events of the present.  In other words, why is knowledge of history important?  After studying the images, the students will think about/write about/discuss how images may shape our remembrances of events.

Texts drawn from the following articles:

· The Chicago Daily Tribune, “This Victory,” May 8, 1945, p.12

· The Muskegon Chronicle, “What nation’s newspapers are saying about assissination,” November 23, 1963.

· The Muskegon Chronicle, “A Grand Beginning:  May God Return to Us Safely Our Great Adventurers,” July 21, 1969, p. 6.

· American Heritage, November/December 2001.

· Stephen E. Ambrose, “We Can and Will Learn to Fight This New War,” pp. 22-23

· Joseph Ellis, “Be Confident—Be Careful,” p. 26

· John Lukacs, “The Structure of History Is Changing”, p. 29

· Sergei Krhushchev, “Finding the Killers Is the Easy Part,” p. 27

Images and accompanying reading drawn from:

· “The Icon and the Statue” http://www.digitaljournalist.org/issue0202/editorial.htm
· Marines raising the flag at Iowa Jima (available on the Web).

· Firemen raising the flag at ground zero (available on the Web).

Web linked copies of the image are at the bottom of the “The Icon and the Statue.”

Who Makes War?

Students will examine the Constitutional issue of who has the power to make war. This extension includes President Bush’s “Declaration of War,” articles on the War Powers Act (1973), and questions for the students to pursue.

After the attacks on September 11th, the nation looked to the President for action. A year later, the so-called war on terrorism could raise profound Constitutional issues. In dealing with the threat of terrorism, the powers of two separate branches of government may come into conflict. In this extension, students are asked to:

· describe the Constitutional conflict

· learn about the War Powers Act

· determine how such a conflict might be resolved

· express an opinion

Procedures

1. Have a student read aloud Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution.

2. Have another student read aloud Article I, Section 8, (Number 10 of enumerated powers) 

3. Ask the students:  based on your reading of the Constitution, who has the power to move American troops into combat overseas?

4. When it becomes clear, after some discussion, that these two portions of the Constitution leave any reasonable person in doubt as to the answer to that question, explain that the doubt has, over time, favored the growth of the executive branch’s ability to send troops into combat under its power of Commander in Chief. That, in fact, presidents have conducted more than 200 “presidential wars” without a declaration of war since the ratification of the Constitution.

5. Introduce the War Powers Act of 1973. Students could either read about it from a text, if available, or from a Web site such as http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/warpower.htm or you may wish to explain it to them. Essentially, the act, passed over a Presidential veto in 1973, requires that the President provide Congress with written notification within 48 hours of taking military action and that such action must end within ninety days if Congress does not grant approval. The act was passed, it should be noted, as the U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War had come to an end and Congress was trying to reassert its authority.

6. Have students read “What About the War Powers Act” by Jules Witcover posted at 

http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/cra0440.htm or http://www.commondreams.org/views02/0501‑07.htm.

7. In discussion, have the students list ways such a conflict between the two branches might be resolved. If the students identify the court system, explain that it has been reluctant to give such a judgment because it sees this question as primarily political.

8. Have the students then make the decision in discussion or writing and justify or explain their position.

Three Religions 

Use this sheet to take notes during the presentations of the expert groups and during data gathering.
	
	Judaism
	Islam
	Christianity

	Where and when did this religion arise?
	
	
	

	Who were its major leaders/prophets?
	
	
	

	Describe major beliefs
	
	
	

	Source of those beliefs (i.e., holy book)
	
	
	

	Major similarities
	
	
	

	Major differences
	
	
	

	List regions of the world in which these religions dominate
	
	
	


ADDITIONAL NOTES:

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

	EVENTS
	POTENTIAL CONNECTIONS

· TO UNITED STATES

· TO SEPTEMBER 11

	Jewish Diaspora in Middle Ages

Crusades

Rise of Zionist Movement

Balfour Declaration

Discovery of Oil in the Middle East

Hitler’s Genocide

The Creation of Israel

Six Day War

1973 (Yom Kippur/Ramadan) War

Rise of Radical Islam

Formation of OPEC

Intifada
	


Ten Questions about the U.S.

Answer these questions to the best of your abilities. If you do not understand a term—such as multinational corporation or authoritarian—ask your teacher. Remember there is no right or wrong here, this is an opinion survey.

1. Do you think that U.S. policies and actions in the world were a major cause of the attack on September 11th?


( yes


( no


( don’t know

People in other countries dislike the United States because of

2.
U.S. Support for Israel


( major reason   ( minor reason
( not much of a reason
  ( don’t know

3.
The spread of American culture through movies, television, and pop music


( major reason
  ( minor reason
( not much of a reason
  ( don’t know

4.
The growing power of American multinational corporations (outside the U.S.) 


( major reason
  ( minor reason
( not much of a reason
  ( don’t know

5.
U.S. policies which may have contributed to the growing gap between rich and poor


( major reason
  ( minor reason
( not much of a reason
  ( don’t know

6.
Resentment of U.S. power in the world


( major reason
  ( minor reason
( not much of a reason
  ( don’t know

People in other countries like the United States because
7.
The U.S. does a lot of good around the world


( major reason
  ( minor reason
( not much of a reason
  ( don’t know

8.
American democratic ideals are appealing


( major reason
  ( minor reason
( not much of a reason
  ( don’t know

9.
America is the land of opportunity


( major reason
  ( minor reason
( not much of a reason
  ( don’t know

10.
American consumer goods, movies, and music are popular


( major reason
  ( minor reason
( not much of a reason
  ( don’t know

Why Us?

The following are remarks (some controversial) made by various observers about why the United States was a target of terrorism. Read them and see if they match what you have learned.

“As part of its global power position, the United States is called upon frequently to respond to international causes and deploy forces around the world. America’s position in the world invites attack simply because of its presence. Historical data shows a strong correlation between U.S. involvement in international situations and an increase in terrorist attacks against the United States.”

—Defense Science Board, The Defense Science Board 1997 Summer Study Task Force on DoD Responses to Transnational Threats

“We love our country for its dedication to political and religious freedom, to economic opportunity, to respect for the rights of the individual. But we know many people see us as a symbol of a system and values they reject, and often they find it expedient to blame us for problems with deep roots elsewhere.”

—President William F. Clinton, “Remarks by the President to the Opening Session of the 53rd United Nations General Assembly,” September 21, 1998

“America was targeted for attack because we're the brightest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the world. And no one will keep that light from shining.”

—President George W. Bush, Speech to the Nation, September 11, 2001

“President Bush and his spokespeople have repeatedly assured us that, if we are resolute, terrorism cannot succeed. But the actual record of guerrilla warfare or terrorism since the Second World War is that it has always brought colonial, occupying powers to the negotiating table. That was so for the British Empire in Kenya, Cyprus, and twice in Ireland; for the French in Vietnam, Algeria and recently even in Corsica; for the Spanish vis-à-vis the Basques; for the Dutch in the East Indies; and for the Americans themselves in Vietnam. Indeed the Americans used the tactic in the eighteenth century against the British. And it seems likely that in the end the Israelis will reap the same reward in Palestine. The lesson from this, surely, is that in the relatively short term the best we in the West are likely to be able to achieve militarily and diplomatically is some form of stalemate in which terrorist tactics are narrowly confined, as they were for instance in ending the period when the world’s passenger aircraft were being hijacked month by month.”

—John Downey, former Deputy Commandant of Royal College of  Defence Studies in Great Britain

“We can kill the terrorists and we can tear up the networks and states that sustain them, but like a many-headed hydra, new networks will spring up. As long as there exists this underbelly of fierce exploitation, grinding poverty, unequal political power and the unrestrained use of military force by the powerful against the weak, terrorism will continue unabated. To put it differently, terrorism cannot be reduced to a religious phenomenon nor is it specific to a people. Instead its roots are in the contemporary capitalist world. Retribution in one form or another will come from the dispossessed and disinherited across the globe to the extent that a handful of nations and powerful transnational corporations - especially Big Oil, which figures so heavily in shaping our policies in the Middle East - impose their profit-driven interests on a reluctant world.”

—Sam Webb, National Chair, Communist Party USA

“One of the reasons I believe the spiritual door was opened for an attack against the United States of America is that the policy of our Government has been to ask the Israelis, and demand it with pressure, not to retaliate in a significant way against the terrorist strikes that have been launched against them.”

—Senator James Inhofe (R-OK), March 4, 2002

“And, I know that I'll hear from them for this. But, throwing God out successfully with the help of the federal court system, throwing God out of the public square, out of the schools. The abortionists have got to bear some burden for this because God will not be mocked. And when we destroy 40 million little innocent babies, we make God mad. I really believe that the Pagans, and the abortionists, and the feminists, and the gays and the lesbians who are actively trying to make that an alternative lifestyle, the ACLU, People For the American Way—all of them who have tried to secularize America—I point the finger in their face and say ‘you helped this happen.’”

—Jerry Falwell, 700 Club, September 12, 2001 [He later apologized for remark]

1. GROUP INSTRUCTIONS—UNITED STATES

Data

The Pew Research Center, Princeton Survey Research Associates, and the International Herald Tribune interviewed 275 influential people in politics, media, business, culture, and government worldwide. The interviews were the first part of a series of worldwide public-opinion surveys being developed that will measure the impact of globalization, modernization, rapid technological and cultural change and recent terrorist events on the values and attitudes of 30,000 people in 25 countries worldwide.

It should be noted that in this preliminary survey the data is the observations of opinion leaders about people in their countries.

As the group in charge of the United States, your instructions are different than those given to your colleagues.

Below, in percentage form, are the results to the 10 questions you answered, for the American opinion leaders in the survey.

1. 
Compile the data from your class and compare it to that for the United States.

2. Cut out your poster paper in the shape of the United States (if easier, you may choose to do only the contiguous states.)

3. Take the data and put it on your poster in a way that best displays the data and highlights those areas where your class and that of the United States differed. Surmise why there might be differences.

4.
Prepare to brief your class on what you found using your poster as a visual aid. Briefing means to convey the information in a direct, quick manner, summarizing only the essential points that your audience needs. It is a common form of reporting in business and government.

United States

1. Do you think that U.S. policies and actions in the world were a major cause of the attack on September 11th?

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Most people
	0%
	%

	Many people
	18%
	%

	Only some
	48%
	%

	Hardly any
	32%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	%


People in other countries dislike the United States because of

2.
US Support for Israel

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Major reason
	70%
	%

	Minor reason
	25%
	%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	3%
	%


3.
The spread of American culture through movies, television, and pop music

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Major reason
	28%
	%

	Minor reason
	62%
	%

	Not much of a reason
	10%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	%


4.
The growing power of American multinational corporations

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Major reason
	40%
	%

	Minor reason
	53%
	%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	%


5.
US policies which may have contributed to the growing gap between rich and poor

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Major reason
	43%
	%

	Minor reason
	40%
	%

	Not much of a reason
	15%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	%


6.
Resentment of US power in the world

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Major reason
	88%
	%

	Minor reason
	12%
	%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	%


People in other countries like the United States because
7.
The US does a lot of good around the world

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Major reason
	52%
	%

	Minor reason
	40%
	%

	Not much of a reason
	8%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	%


8.
American democratic ideals are appealing

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Major reason
	70%
	%

	Minor reason
	28%
	%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	%


9.
America is the land of opportunity

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Major reason
	83%
	%

	Minor reason
	15%
	%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	%


10.
American consumer goods, movies, and music are popular

	
	United States
	Your Class

	Major reason
	57%
	%

	Minor reason
	38%
	%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	%


2. GROUP INSTRUCTIONS—WESTERN EUROPE

Data

The Pew Research Center, Princeton Survey Research Associates, and the International Herald Tribune interviewed 275 influential people in politics, media, business, culture, and government worldwide. The interviews were the first part of a series of worldwide public-opinion surveys being developed that will measure the impact of globalization, modernization, rapid technological and cultural change and recent terrorist events on the values and attitudes of 30,000 people in 25 countries worldwide.

It should be noted that in this preliminary survey the data is the observations of opinion leaders about people in their countries.

Below, in percentage form, are the results to the ten questions you answered from the region for which you are now responsible. 

1.
Study the data and write a complete sentence, much like a headline in a newspaper, that summarizes what you think the data says about the attitudes of this region toward the United States. 

2.
Take the data and put it on your poster that supports your interpretation in a way that all your classmates can see. (Pie charts, for instance, often make a good visual illustration.)

3.
Cut out silhouettes of the countries included in your region and paste them on the poster.

4.
Prepare to brief your class on what you found using your poster as a visual aid. Briefing means to convey the information in a direct, quick manner, summarizing only the essential points that your audience needs. It is a common form of reporting in business and government.

Western Europe (France, Germany, Spain, and United Kingdom)

1. Do you think that U.S. policies and actions in the world were a major cause of the attack on September 11th?

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Most people
	0%
	9%

	Many people
	18%
	27%

	Only some
	48%
	37%

	Hardly any
	32%
	22%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	5%


People in other countries dislike the United States because of 

2.
U.S. Support for Israel

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Major reason
	70%
	22%

	Minor reason
	25%
	48%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	22%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	3%
	8%


3.
The spread of American culture through movies, television, and pop music

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Major reason
	28%
	22%

	Minor reason
	62%
	39%

	Not much of a reason
	10%
	34%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	5%


4.
The growing power of American multinational corporations

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Major reason
	40%
	59%

	Minor reason
	53%
	27%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	9%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	5%


5.
U.S. policies which may have contributed to the growing gap between rich and poor

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Major reason
	43%
	61%

	Minor reason
	40%
	29%

	Not much of a reason
	15%
	5%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	5%


6.
Resentment of U.S. power in the world

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Major reason
	88%
	66%

	Minor reason
	12%
	22%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	5%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	7%


People in other countries like the United States because
7.
The U.S. does a lot of good around the world

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Major reason
	52%
	22%

	Minor reason
	40%
	58%

	Not much of a reason
	8%
	17%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	3%


8.
American democratic ideals are appealing

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Major reason
	70%
	68%

	Minor reason
	28%
	24%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	5%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	3%


9.
America is the land of opportunity

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Major reason
	83%
	73%

	Minor reason
	15%
	17%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	7%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	3%


10.
American consumer goods, movies, and music are popular

	
	United States
	Western Europe

	Major reason
	57%
	63%

	Minor reason
	38%
	30%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	5%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	2%


3. GROUP INSTRUCTIONS—EASTERN EUROPE & RUSSIA

Data

The Pew Research Center, Princeton Survey Research Associates, and the International Herald Tribune interviewed 275 influential people in politics, media, business, culture, and government worldwide. The interviews were the first part of a series of worldwide public-opinion surveys being developed that will measure the impact of globalization, modernization, rapid technological and cultural change and recent terrorist events on the values and attitudes of 30,000 people in 25 countries worldwide.

It should be noted that in this preliminary survey the data is the observations of opinion leaders about people in their countries.

Below, in percentage form, are the results to the ten questions you answered from the region for which you are now responsible. 

1.
Study the data and write a complete sentence, much like a headline in a newspaper, that summarizes what you think the data says about the attitudes of this region toward the United States. 

2.
Take the data and put it on your poster that supports your interpretation in a way that all your classmates can see. (Pie charts, for instance, often make a good visual illustration.)

3.
Cut out silhouettes of the countries included in your region and paste them on the poster.

4.
Prepare to brief your class on what you found using your poster as a visual aid. Briefing means to convey the information in a direct, quick manner, summarizing only the essential points that your audience needs. It is a common form of reporting in business and government.

Eastern Europe & Russia (Poland, Russia and Ukraine)

1. Do you think that U.S. policies and actions in the world were a major cause of the attack on September 11th?

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia

	Most people
	0%
	34%

	Many people
	18%
	37%

	Only some
	48%
	23%

	Hardly any
	32%
	3%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	3%


People in other countries dislike the United States because of 

2.
US Support for Israel

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia 

	Major reason
	70%
	17%

	Minor reason
	25%
	46%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	37%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	3%
	0%


3.
The spread of American culture through movies, television, and pop music

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia

	Major reason
	28%
	27%

	Minor reason
	62%
	40%

	Not much of a reason
	10%
	33%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


4.
The growing power of American multinational corporations

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia

	Major reason
	40%
	47%

	Minor reason
	53%
	33%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	20%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


5.
U.S. policies which may have contributed to the growing gap between rich and poor

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia

	Major reason
	43%
	53%

	Minor reason
	40%
	40%

	Not much of a reason
	15%
	7%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


6.
Resentment of U.S. power in the world

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia

	Major reason
	88%
	64%

	Minor reason
	12%
	13%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	23%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


People in other countries like the United States because
7.
The U.S. does a lot of good around the world

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia

	Major reason
	52%
	23%

	Minor reason
	40%
	57%

	Not much of a reason
	8%
	17%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	3%


8.
American democratic ideals are appealing

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia

	Major reason
	70%
	67%

	Minor reason
	28%
	23%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	7%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	3%


9.
America is the land of opportunity

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia

	Major reason
	83%
	76%

	Minor reason
	15%
	17%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	7%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


10.
American consumer goods, movies, and music are popular

	
	United States
	Eastern Europe & Russia

	Major reason
	57%
	53%

	Minor reason
	38%
	37%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	7%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	3%


4. GROUP INSTRUCTIONS—LATIN AMERICA

Data

The Pew Research Center, Princeton Survey Research Associates, and the International Herald Tribune interviewed 275 influential people in politics, media, business, culture, and government worldwide. The interviews were the first part of a series of worldwide public-opinion surveys being developed that will measure the impact of globalization, modernization, rapid technological and cultural change and recent terrorist events on the values and attitudes of 30,000 people in 25 countries worldwide.

It should be noted that in this preliminary survey the data is the observations of opinion leaders about people in their countries.

Below, in percentage form, are the results to the ten questions you answered from the region for which you are now responsible. 

1.
Study the data and write a complete sentence, much like a headline in a newspaper, that summarizes what you think the data says about the attitudes of this region toward the United States. 

2.
Take the data and put it on your poster that supports your interpretation in a way that all your classmates can see. (Pie charts, for instance, often make a good visual illustration.)

3.
Cut out silhouettes of the countries included in your region and paste them on the poster.

4.
Prepare to brief your class on what you found using your poster as a visual aid. Briefing means to convey the information in a direct, quick manner, summarizing only the essential points that your audience needs. It is a common form of reporting in business and government.

Latin America (Argentina, Mexico, Brazil, and Venezuela)

1. Do you think that U.S. policies and actions in the world were a major cause of the attack on September 11th?

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Most people
	0%
	19%

	Many people
	18%
	39%

	Only some
	48%
	34%

	Hardly any
	32%
	5%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	3%


People in other countries dislike the United States because 

2.
U.S. Support for Israel

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Major reason
	70%
	7%

	Minor reason
	25%
	32%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	59%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	3%
	2%


3.
The spread of American culture through movies, television, and pop music

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Major reason
	28%
	17%

	Minor reason
	62%
	34%

	Not much of a reason
	10%
	47%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	2%


4.
The growing power of American multinational corporations

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Major reason
	40%
	44%

	Minor reason
	53%
	34%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	22%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


5.
U.S. policies which may have contributed to the growing gap between rich and poor

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Major reason
	43%
	51%

	Minor reason
	40%
	29%

	Not much of a reason
	15%
	15%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	5%


6.
Resentment of U.S. power in the world

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Major reason
	88%
	58%

	Minor reason
	12%
	29%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	10%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	3%


People in other countries like the United States because
7.
The U.S. does a lot of good around the world

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Major reason
	52%
	12%

	Minor reason
	40%
	35%

	Not much of a reason
	8%
	51%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	2%


8.
American democratic ideals are appealing

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Major reason
	70%
	66%

	Minor reason
	28%
	27%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	7%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


9.
America is the land of opportunity

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Major reason
	83%
	66%

	Minor reason
	15%
	30%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	4%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


10.
American consumer goods, movies, and music are popular

	
	United States
	Latin America

	Major reason
	57%
	47%

	Minor reason
	38%
	34%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	19%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


5. GROUP INSTRUCTIONS—ASIA

Data

The Pew Research Center, Princeton Survey Research Associates, and the International Herald Tribune interviewed 275 influential people in politics, media, business, culture, and government worldwide. The interviews were the first part of a series of worldwide public-opinion surveys being developed that will measure the impact of globalization, modernization, rapid technological and cultural change and recent terrorist events on the values and attitudes of 30,000 people in 25 countries worldwide.

It should be noted that in this preliminary survey the data is the observations of opinion leaders about people in their countries.

Below, in percentage form, are the results to the ten questions you answered from the region for which you are now responsible. 

1.
Study the data and write a complete sentence, much like a headline in a newspaper, that summarizes what you think the data says about the attitudes of this region toward the United States. 

2.
Take the data and put it on your poster that supports your interpretation in a way that all your classmates can see. (Pie charts, for instance, often make a good visual illustration.)

3.
Cut out silhouettes of the countries included in your region and paste them on the poster.

4.
Prepare to brief your class on what you found using your poster as a visual aid. Briefing means to convey the information in a direct, quick manner, summarizing only the essential points that your audience needs. It is a common form of reporting in business and government.

Asia (Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, and Philippines)

1. Do you think that U.S. policies and actions in the world were a major cause of the attack on September 11th?

	
	United States
	Asia

	Most people
	0%
	24%

	Many people
	18%
	36%

	Only some
	48%
	24%

	Hardly any
	32%
	10%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	6%


People in other countries dislike the United States because 

2.
U.S. Support for Israel

	
	United States
	Asia

	Major reason
	70%
	36%

	Minor reason
	25%
	25%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	39%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	3%
	0%


3.
The spread of American culture through movies, television, and pop music

	
	United States
	Asia

	Major reason
	28%
	9%

	Minor reason
	62%
	36%

	Not much of a reason
	10%
	53%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	2%


4.
The growing power of American multinational corporations

	
	United States
	Asia

	Major reason
	40%
	21%

	Minor reason
	53%
	48%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	31%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


5.
U.S. policies which may have contributed to the growing gap between rich and poor

	
	United States
	Asia

	Major reason
	43%
	42%

	Minor reason
	40%
	32%

	Not much of a reason
	15%
	26%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


6.
Resentment of U.S. power in the world.

	
	United States
	Asia

	Major reason
	88%
	38%

	Minor reason
	12%
	35%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	25%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	2%


People in other countries like the United States because
7.
The U.S. does a lot of good around the world

	
	United States
	Asia

	Major reason
	52%
	23%

	Minor reason
	40%
	47%

	Not much of a reason
	8%
	30%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


8.
American democratic ideals are appealing

	
	United States
	Asia

	Major reason
	70%
	63%

	Minor reason
	28%
	32%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	5%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


9.
America is the land of opportunity

	
	United States
	Asia

	Major reason
	83%
	76%

	Minor reason
	15%
	22%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	2%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


10.
American consumer goods, movies, and music are popular

	
	United States
	Asia

	Major reason
	57%
	45%

	Minor reason
	38%
	40%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	15%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


6. GROUP INSTRUCTIONS—MIDDLE EAST/CONFLICT AREA

Data

The Pew Research Center, Princeton Survey Research Associates, and the International Herald Tribune interviewed 275 influential people in politics, media, business, culture, and government worldwide. The interviews were the first part of a series of worldwide public-opinion surveys being developed that will measure the impact of globalization, modernization, rapid technological and cultural change and recent terrorist events on the values and attitudes of 30,000 people in 25 countries worldwide.

It should be noted that in this preliminary survey the data is the observations of opinion leaders about people in their countries.

Below, in percentage form, are the results to the ten questions you answered from the region for which you are now responsible. 

1.
Study the data and write a complete sentence, much like a headline in a newspaper, that summarizes what you think the data says about the attitudes of this region toward the United States. 

2.
Take the data and put it on your poster that supports your interpretation in a way that all your classmates can see. (Pie charts, for instance, often make a good visual illustration.)

3.
Cut out silhouettes of the countries included in your region and paste them on the poster.

4.
Prepare to brief your class on what you found using your poster as a visual aid. Briefing means to convey the information in a direct, quick manner, summarizing only the essential points that your audience needs. It is a common form of reporting in business and government.

Middle East/Conflict Area (Egypt, Pakistan, Turkey, & Uzbekistan)

1. Do you think that U.S. policies and actions in the world were a major cause of the attack on September 11th?

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Most people
	0%
	47%

	Many people
	18%
	34%

	Only some
	48%
	15%

	Hardly any
	32%
	2%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	2%


People in other countries dislike the United States because 

2.
U.S. Support for Israel

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Major reason
	70%
	57%

	Minor reason
	25%
	33%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	10%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	3%
	0%


3.
The spread of American culture through movies, television, and pop music

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Major reason
	28%
	10%

	Minor reason
	62%
	29%

	Not much of a reason
	10%
	61%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


4.
The growing power of American multinational corporations

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Major reason
	40%
	17%

	Minor reason
	53%
	42%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	41%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


5.
U.S. policies which may have contributed to the growing gap between rich and poor

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Major reason
	43%
	59%

	Minor reason
	40%
	27%

	Not much of a reason
	15%
	14%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


6.
Resentment of U.S. power in the world

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Major reason
	88%
	54%

	Minor reason
	12%
	41%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	5%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


People in other countries like the United States because
7.
The U.S. does a lot of good around the world

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Major reason
	52%
	22%

	Minor reason
	40%
	49%

	Not much of a reason
	8%
	24%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	5%


8.
American democratic ideals are appealing

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Major reason
	70%
	49%

	Minor reason
	28%
	31%

	Not much of a reason
	0%
	20%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	2%
	0%


9.
America is the land of opportunity

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Major reason
	83%
	81%

	Minor reason
	15%
	14%

	Not much of a reason
	2%
	5%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


10.
American consumer goods, movies, and music are popular

	
	United States
	Middle East/Conflict Area

	Major reason
	57%
	39%

	Minor reason
	38%
	49%

	Not much of a reason
	5%
	12%

	Don’t know/refused to answer
	0%
	0%


Attack on America

	Name of Attack:



	Location:


	Casualties (dead/wounded):

	When:


	Who were the victims?

	Describe event:



	Reason for attack:



	Role of technology (communications, transportation, etc.):




Please give us your feedback

We want to know what you think of this lesson plan.  Please answer the following evaluation questions and send it back to us via fax, email or post mail:

9/11 As History

c/o Families and Work Institute

267 Fifth Avenue

Floor 2

New York, NY 10016

Fax: 212.465.8637

Email: 911AsHistory@familiesandwork.org
Or you can also fill out this evaluation online in the Feedback section of our Web site

1. Please tell us who you are. Check all that apply. 

( Educator, Pre-K through 2nd grade

( Educator, 3rd through 5th grade

( Educator, 6th through 8th grade

( Educator, 9th through 12th grade

( Parent

( School administrator

( Community/youth worker

2. How did you find out about the "9/11 As History" website? Check all that apply.

( TV

( Newspaper

( Magazine/journal

( Radio

( A friend or family member

( School

( School district

( Community organization

( Found it on my own

( Other (please describe)___________________________________________________

3. How useful did you find this lesson plan in helping you and the youth you work with address the September 11th anniversary?

( Very useful

( Somewhat useful

( Not very useful

( Not useful at all

4. How well did this lesson plan meet its stated objectives?

( Very well

( Somewhat well

( Not very well

( Not well at all

5. How easy was this lesson to incorporate into your curriculum or other lesson plans for the day?

( Very easy

( Somewhat easy

( Not very easy

( Not easy at all

6. Overall, how many lesson plans did you use from the "9-11 As History" website? 

____________________________________________________________________________

7. How would you describe the response you got to this lesson from the young people?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What was the most successful aspect of the lesson plan? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Do you have any suggestions for adapting or modifying the lesson plan?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Please share with us any special activities you have done with young people to commemorate the anniversary of September 11th.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We are planning to develop additional materials for educator use. Would you like to be kept up to date via our e-mail list about these initiatives?
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________

Note to teachers: For students who have completed world history courses, teachers may eliminate one or more of the first three objectives.
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