Lesson Plan

Themes of Geography

&

Basic Geography Terminology

TEKS Objectives:  
World History (6th grade)  3 A,B,C
World Geography (9th grade) 
World History (10th grade)

  Students will:
1. Define basic terminology.

2. Interpret data.

3. Make inferences about interpretation of the data.

4. Make predictions based on (economic, social and political issues)

5. Present findings to class (justified decision)

Materials:  Atlas or World History textbook (databank)


        Graphic Organizers

                     Handout (Matching Activity)

I. Students work on short matching activity (basic geography terminology), with a partner.  Students do not need prior knowledge and should not use textbook or any other source to answer this activity.  Share answers with other class members.

II. Provide a definition for each of the five themes of geography and have students fill in a graphic organizer.  (Emphasis on LOCATION, MOVEMENT, REGIONS, PLACE and HUMAN/ENVIRONMENTAL INTERACTION)

III. Explain (giving specific instructions) group activity

1. You will be working in groups of three or four in this activity.
2. Your group’s main task is to decide on a country to go live in, based on your findings on the country’s economic, social and political standing.

3. Give copy of scenario to each student/group.

4. Give copy of list of countries to each student/group.

Scenario:


Your company is going to re-assign you to a foreign country, and you can decide between four locations.  Research these countries and determine in which country you would have the brightest future and best quality of life.  You must choose a total of four countries (one from each group) to research.  Base your decision on the following criteria.

CRITERIA:  ECONOMIC (gross national product, currency, ranking)



      SOCIAL ( literacy, infant mortality, religion)



      POLITICAL ( type of government, date founded)

FOUR GROUPS OF COUNTRIES:

Group #1






Canada

Australia

United Kingdom

France

Germany

Japan

Sweden

Group #2

Italy

Brazil

Saudi Arabia

India

Singapore

Ireland

South Africa

Group #3

Poland

Greece

Russia

Spain

China

Austria

Indonesia

Group #4

Mexico

Columbia

Vietnam

Nigeria

Egypt

Costa Rica

Romania

IV. Your group will document data on a graphic organizer.  

V. You must have a graphic organizer for each of the four countries.

VI. Once all data is collected (perhaps each student in the group can be assigned one of the four countries), share findings with other group members.

VII. As a group, evaluate the data and work on a “Prediction with Evidence” chart.

VIII. Your group is ready to select the country which you prefer to live in and justify your reasons.

IX. Once you have selected a country, work on a graphic organizer using the five themes of geography applied to the country of your choice.

X. Presentation to the class

Scenario:

Your company is going to re-assign you to a foreign country, and you can decide between four locations.  Research these countries and
determine in which country you would have the brightest future and best quality of life.  You must choose a total of four countries (one from each group) to research.  Base your decision on the following criteria.

CRITERIA:  ECONOMIC (gross national product, currency, ranking)



      SOCIAL ( literacy, infant mortality, religion)



      POLITICAL ( type of government, date founded)

