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The Constitution of the United States, then, forms a government. . .. It is a government in which all
the people are represented, which operates directly on the people individually, not upon the states. . .. To
say that any state may at pleasure secede from the Union, is to say that the United States are not a
nation. . ..

— President Andrew Jackson, December 10, 1832





Figure it out with a partner.


This quote looks pretty complicated, and after all, it’s almost 200 years old.  But you and your partner can figure out what Jackson is saying if you look at it carefully, one sentence at a time.





Check out the first sentence: “The Constitution of the United States, then, forms a government.”  This one is easy – It answers the question, “Where did our government come from?”  What’s the simple answer?











Ok, the next sentence is longer, but not difficult either.  “It is a government in which all the people are represented, which operates directly on the people individually, not on the states.”  It simply answers the question, “Is the government for the people or for the states?  The easy answer to that question is…














Now for the last one. “To say that any state may at pleasure secede from the Union, is to say that the United States is not a nation.”  To get this one you have to know what the words “secede” and “the Union” mean.  Secede means to “withdraw from” and the Union means “the United States.”  This one is a little trickier.  The first question to answer is, “Did the states create the Union?”  What’s the answer to that one?














The second question is the trickiest – “Should the states be able to destroy the Union by seceding (withdrawing) if they didn’t create it?”  What do you think Jackson’s answer to that one was?

















The bottom line:  Did Jackson think states had a right to secede from the Union?














