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speech the right to speak your ideas and opinions

press the right to publish your ideas and opinions

assembly |the right to meet with others to talk about your ideas and opinions

petition the right to ask the government to correct things that you think are wrong

religion the right to practice the religion of your choice






Figure it out with a partner.


The rights above were added to the Constitution after many Americans insisted they would not ratify (approve) it unless they were included.  Think about Americans during that time period (1789). What did their recent experience have to do with this attitude?























What is a “dictatorship”? (Use a dictionary or textbook if you need to.)  What would the leader in a dictatorship think about the First Amendment freedoms?  Why?





























What is the concept of “limited government”?  Would it be possible to have limited government if citizens did not have the First Amendment freedoms? Why or why not?











