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Article I
Article II.

Article I11.

“The Style of this Confederacy shall be “The United States of America.”™

Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and
every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this Confederation
expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled.”

“The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship
with each other, for their common defense, the sec urity of their
liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to
assist each other, against all force offered to, or attacks made upon
them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any
other pretense whatever. . . .”

— Articles of Confederation (1781)





Figure it out with a partner.


What was the Articles of Confederation? (Use your book if you need to.)








From the excerpt, what can you determine about the new United States Government – the national government?  Do you think the Articles of Confederation gives it significant power?  Support your opinion with words from the excerpt.














What about the states? How much control can the national government exercise over them? Support your opinion with words from the excerpt.

















This first constitution of the United States was written during the Revolutionary War.  To what extent do you think Americans’ recent experiences influenced the way they gave power to the national and state governments? Why or why not?








